
City Profiles: Atlanta 

Introduction and Overview 

Atlanta is the capital and most populous city of the U.S. state of Georgia, and is the seat of 
Fulton County. With a population of 498,715 living within the city limits, it is the eighth most 
populous city in the Southeast and 38th most populous city in the United States according to the 
2020 U.S. census. It is the core of the much larger Atlanta metropolitan area, which is home to 
more than 6.1 million people, making it the eighth-largest metropolitan area in the United States. 
Situated among the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains it features unique topography that 
includes rolling hills, lush greenery, and the most dense urban tree coverage of any major city in 
the United States. It is also the birthplace, in 1986, of SECW’s Commissioner and CF’s resident 
loveable, mischievous vulpine! Additionally, Atlanta is a city near and dear to the heart of SECW 
and it’s members as our home base of Alpharetta is included as part of the Atlanta metropolitan 
area. 

The city that would become Atlanta was originally founded as the terminus of a major 
state-sponsored railroad, but it soon became the convergence point among several railroads. The 
largest of these was the Western and Atlantic Railroad, from which the name "Atlanta" is derived, 
signifying the city as a major hub of transportation. During the American Civil War, it served a 
strategically important role for the Confederacy until it was captured in 1864. The city was almost 
entirely burnt to the ground during General William T. Sherman's “March to the Sea”. However, 
the city rebounded dramatically in the post-war period and quickly became a national industrial 
center and the unofficial capital of the "New South". After World War II, it also became a 
manufacturing and technology hub. During the 1950s and 1960s, it became a major organizing 
center of the American Civil Rights Movement, with Martin Luther King Jr., Ralph David 
Abernathy, and many other locals becoming prominent figures in the movement's leadership.  

With a gross domestic product (GDP) of $406 billion, Atlanta has the 10th largest economy 
of cities in the U.S. and the 20th largest in the world. Its economy is diverse, with dominant sectors 
including transportation, aerospace, logistics, healthcare, news and media operations, film and 
television production, information technology, finance, biomedical research, and public policy. 

  



History 

For thousands of years prior to the arrival of European settlers in North Georgia, the 
indigenous Creek people and their ancestors inhabited the area. Throughout the early 19th century, 
American settlers systematically encroached on Creek territory in northern Georgia, forcing them 
out of the area. The Creek were eventually forced to leave the area in 1821, under the federal 
government’s Indian Removal Act, and American settlers annexed the Creek’s tribal lands the 
following year. 

During the American Civil War Atlanta became a supply depot, a site of Southern war 
industries, and the keystone of Confederate rail transportation east of the Mississippi River. It was 
thus the prime military objective of General William Tecumseh Sherman’s invasion of Georgia 
from Chattanooga. The city fell to Union troops on September 1, 1864, and was converted into a 
military camp. On November 15 of that year Sherman departed on his devastating “March to the 
Sea,” but not before much of the city had been burned to the ground. 

During Reconstruction Atlanta was a center of federal government activities in the South. 
It was the site of the convention that drew up the Georgia constitution of 1868 and became the 
state capital in 1877. Atlanta came to epitomize the spirit of the “New South,” having risen from 
the ashes of the Civil War and become an advocate of reconciliation with the North in order to 
restore business. This spirit was dramatized by three Atlanta expositions: the International Cotton 
Exposition in 1881, the Piedmont Exposition in 1887, and the Cotton States and International 
Exposition in 1895. It was at the 1895 Exposition that educator Booker T. Washington made his 
historic declaration, called “the Atlanta Compromise,” urging African Americans to seek 
economic security before political or social equality with whites. 

The spirit of the city has tended to be liberal within the framework of Southern 
conservatism, though its customs have been influenced by the Protestant church traditions of the 
Bible Belt. Civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., was born and raised in Atlanta; his boyhood 
home, Ebenezer Baptist Church (where he and his father once preached), and his grave site 
adjacent to the church are preserved at the Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site. In 1973 
Atlanta became the first major city in the South to elect an African American mayor, Maynard 
Jackson. The city’s airport is named, in part, after him as he is the “Jackson” in Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport. 

In the late 20th century, Atlanta was selected as the site for the 1996 Summer Olympic 
Games. While the games experienced transportation and accommodation problems and, despite 
extra security precautions, the Centennial Olympic Park bombing, the spectacle was a watershed 
event in Atlanta's history. For the first time in Olympic history, every one of the record 197 national 
Olympic committees invited to compete sent athletes, sending more than 10,000 competitors 
participating in a record 271 events. The related projects such as Atlanta's Olympic Legacy 
Program initiated a fundamental transformation of the city in the following decade. 

Atlanta has remained true to its history as a major center of transportation, with Hartsfield–
Jackson Atlanta International Airport becoming the world's busiest airport by passenger traffic in 
1998 (a position it has held every year since, with the exception of 2020 as a result of the worldwide 



COVID-19 pandemic). The facility offers air service to over 150 U.S. destinations and more than 
75 international destinations in 50 countries, with over 2,500 arrivals and departures daily. Delta 
Air Lines, the second largest air carrier in the world and one of the oldest continuously operating 
carriers, is headquartered at the airport.  The city’s first rapid-transit commuter rail opened in 1979, 
and by the early 21st century the system had expanded to include several more lines. 

Economy 

Atlanta is the financial and commercial capital of the Southeast and as such is its most 
important city. With a GDP of $385 billion, the Atlanta metropolitan area's economy is the 11th-
largest in the country and the 22nd-largest in the world. Corporate operations play a major role in 
Atlanta's economy, as the city claims the nation's third-largest concentration of Fortune 500 
companies (tied for third with Chicago). It also hosts the global headquarters of several familiar 
corporations such as The Coca-Cola Company, The Home Depot, Delta Air Lines, Arby's, AT&T 
Mobility, Georgia-Pacific, Chick-fil-A, Church's Chicken, Dunkin Donuts, Norfolk Southern 
Railway, Mercedes-Benz USA, NAPA Auto Parts, Papa Johns, Porsche AG, Newell Brands, 
Marble Slab Creamery, and UPS. 

Broadcasting is also an important aspect of Atlanta's economy. In the 1980s, media mogul 
Ted Turner founded the Cable News Network (CNN), Turner Network Television (TNT), 
Headline News Network (HLN), Turner Classic Movies (TMC), Cartoon Network (CN), TruTV 
(truTV) and the Turner Broadcasting System (TBS) in the city. Around the same time, Cox 
Enterprises, now the nation's third-largest cable television service and the publisher of over a dozen 
American newspapers, moved its headquarters to the city. Notable sports networks headquartered 
in Atlanta include, Warner Bros. Discovery Sports, NBA TV, Bally Sports South and Bally Sports 
Southeast. The Weather Channel is also based just outside of the city in suburban Cobb County. 

Recently, Atlanta has become a center for film and television production, largely because 
of generous tax incentives from the state of Georgia. Film and television production facilities based 
in Atlanta include Turner Studios, Pinewood Atlanta Studios, Tyler Perry Studios, Williams Street 
Productions, and the EUE/Screen Gems soundstages. Film and television production injected $9.5 
billion into Georgia's economy in 2017, with Atlanta garnering most of the projects. Atlanta has 
emerged as one of the most popular destinations for film production in the United States and one 
of the 10 most popular destinations globally. 

Atlanta stands-in for other parts of the world and fictional settlements in blockbuster 
productions, among them the newer titles from The Fast and the Furious franchise and Marvel 
features such as Ant-Man, Captain America: Civil War, Black Panther and Avengers: Infinity War. 
Gone With the Wind , Smokey and the Bandit, Sharky’s Machine, The Slugger's Wife, Driving Miss 
Daisy, ATL, Ride Along and Baby Driver are among several notable examples of films actually set 
in Atlanta. The city also provides the backdrop for shows such as Ozark, Watchmen, The Walking 
Dead, Stranger Things, Love is Blind, Star, Dolly Parton's Heartstrings, The Outsider, The 
Vampire Diaries, The Real Housewives of Atlanta, Love & Hip Hop Atlanta and Atlanta. 

 



Tourism, Sports, and Education 

Atlanta is the seventh-most visited city in the United States, with over 35 million visitors 
per year. The most popular attraction among visitors to Atlanta is the Georgia Aquarium, which 
was, until 2012, the world's largest indoor aquarium. Atlanta's tourism industry however, is mostly 
driven by the city's history museums and outdoor attractions. Atlanta contains a notable number 
of historical museums and sites, including the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historical Park, 
which includes the preserved childhood home of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., as well as his final 
resting place; the Atlanta Cyclorama & Civil War Museum, which houses a massive painting and 
diorama in-the-round, with a rotating central audience platform, depicting the Battle of Atlanta in 
the Civil War; the World of Coca-Cola, featuring the history of the world-famous soft drink brand 
and its well-known advertising; the College Football Hall of Fame, which honors college football 
and its athletes; the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, which explores the civil rights 
movement and its connection to contemporary human rights movements throughout the world; 
and the Carter Center and Presidential Library, housing U.S. President Jimmy Carter's papers and 
other material relating to the Carter administration and the Carter family's life. 

Sports are an important part of the culture of Atlanta. The city is home to professional 
franchises for four major team sports: the Atlanta Braves of Major League Baseball, the Atlanta 
Hawks of the National Basketball Association, the Atlanta Falcons of the National Football 
League, and Atlanta United FC of Major League Soccer. In addition, many of the city's universities 
participate in collegiate sports. 

The Braves moved to Atlanta in 1966 and are without question the city’s most successful 
sports team. Originally established as the Boston Red Stockings in 1871, they are the oldest 
continually operating professional sports franchise in the United States. The Braves franchise 
overall has won eighteen National League pennants and four World Series championships in three 
different cities, with their first in 1914 as the Boston Braves, in 1957 as the Milwaukee Braves, 
and in 1995 and 2021 as the Atlanta Braves. The 1995 title occurred during an unprecedented run 
of 14 straight divisional championships from 1991 to 2005. A record for any US sports franchise. 

Atlanta regularly hosts a variety of sporting events. Most famously, the Centennial 1996 
Summer Olympics. The city has hosted the Super Bowl three times: Super Bowl XXVIII in 1994, 
Super Bowl XXXIV in 2000, and Super Bowl LIII in 2019. In 2011, Atlanta hosted professional 
wrestling's annual WrestleMania. In soccer, Atlanta has hosted numerous international friendlies 
and CONCACAF Gold Cup matches. The city has hosted the NCAA Final Four Men's Basketball 
Championship five times, most recently in 2020. Atlanta will serve as one of the eleven US host 
cities for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 

Atlanta has long been known as the "capital" of college football in America. It is home to 
four-time national champion Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets football and the Georgia State Panthers. 
Atlanta is also within a few hours driving distance of many of the universities that make up the 
Southeastern Conference, college football's most profitable and popular conference, and annually 
hosts the SEC Championship Game. Other annual college football events include the Chick-fil-A 
Kickoff Game, the Celebration Bowl, the MEAC/SWAC Challenge, and the Chick-fil-A Peach 



Bowl which is one of College Football's major New Year's Six Bowl games and a college football 
playoff bowl. Atlanta hosted the 2018 College Football Playoff National Championship and will 
be the host city again in 2025. 

Speaking of colleges, with more than 15 colleges and universities, Atlanta is considered 
one of the nation's largest hubs for higher education. Both The Georgia Institute of Technology 
(GA Tech) and Georgia State University are major public research universities located in Atlanta. 
Atlanta is also home to nationally renowned private colleges and universities, most notably Emory 
University, a leading liberal arts and research university. The Atlanta University Center is also in 
the city; and is the oldest and largest contiguous consortium of historically black colleges in the 
nation, comprising Spelman College, Clark Atlanta University, Morehouse College, and 
Morehouse School of Medicine. 

  



Notable people who have called Atlanta home include: 

• Ceelo Green - rapper, singer, actor 
• DeForest Kelly - actor best known as Dr. McCoy on Star Trek 
• Gladys Knight - singer-songwriter, actress, businesswoman and author 
• Jane Fonda - Academy Award-winning actress, ex-wife of Atlanta television mogul 

Ted Turner 
• Jeff Foxworthy – Comedian 
• Jimmy Carter - governor of Georgia and 39th president of the United States 
• John Pemberton - chemist and inventor of the carbonated soft drink Coca-Cola 
• Jon Ossof – current US Senator from GA, first Jewish US Senator from GA 
• Julia Roberts - Academy Award-winning actress 
• Kanye West - rapper, singer-songwriter, record producer and fashion designer, 

certified looney tune 
• Kenan Thompson – actor and comedian 
• Killer Mike - rapper, actor and activist 
• Lil Nas X – rapper, singer 
• Ludacris – rapper 
• Margaret Mitchell – wrote Gone With the Wind 
• Martin Luther King, Jr. - civil rights leader, religious leader 
• R. Kelly - singer, songwriter, record producer, convicted sex offender and trafficker 
• Raphael Warnock – current US Senator from GA, first African American US 

Senator from GA 
• Ryan Seacrest - TV and radio personality; host of reality-television series American 

Idol 
• S. Truett Cathy - founder of the fast-food restaurant chain Chick-fil-A, homophobe 
• Sir Elton John - singer-songwriter, English-born entertainer, gay icon 
• Spike Lee - director of films including She's Gotta Have It, School Daze, and Do 

the Right Thing, and several music videos 
• Steven Soderbergh - film director, Out of Sight, Erin Brockovich, Traffic, Ocean's 

Eleven 
• T.I. - rapper, actor and businessman 
• Ted Turner - founder of cable-news channel CNN and the Turner family of 

broadcast networks, in many ways created cable news 
• Toni Braxton - singer, actress and reality TV star 
• Ty Pennington - television host, artist, carpenter, author, former model and actor 
• Tyler Perry - actor, director, screen and playwright, producer, author, and 

songwriter 
• Usher - singer-songwriter, dancer and actor 
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